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OF THE 


BRITISH NATION. 


Tueſday, Auguſt 9. 1709. 


Have been long talking of- the 
Palatines, and their ſettling among 
us———znd have endeayour'd to 


ſhow you the Folly and Ignorance of 


Clamours rais'd againſt it, and againſt 
the poor People themſelves — But I 
ſhall lay aſide my Arguments of that 
Kind at preſent, and ſpeak to the pre- 
ſent Aﬀair of Charity relating to them— 
Nor is this wholly on my own Motion, 
for I acknowledge, I have been moy'd 
to it by People of ſeveral Principles, 
of ſeveral Opinions, and of ſeveral 
Thoughts, I mean, as relating to 
the Poor: themſelyes=—— All 


= ———  -- 


concurring in giving this Reaſon 
for it, that They are apprebenſive;: 
leſt the National Averſion, which has 
too much appear'd among our People - 
here againſt their ſerling among us as 
Tradeſmen, ſhould extend- it- ſelf to - 
interrupt our Bounty to then as 


Chriſtians. 


MI know not whatthe corroded Malig- + 


nity of this Nation's Humour may lead - 
to, when it works to Extremes, and - 
the genera] Noife rais'd on this Occa- 
ſion may indeed have Effefts as unreas: 


ſonable as the Cauſe———for poyſonous - 
Roots 
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Roots muſt needs ſend forth contagious 
Branches ; bur in this Caſe of Charity 
tothem, it ſeems tome, let it go which 
it will, let them ſettle or let them re- 
move, ſtay or go, every Article of their 
Circumſtances tends to open our Hands 
to them, 

I can ſpeak to you but under two 
Capacities, either as willing to keep 
them here, or willing to part with 
hem ; if you are willing to have 
them ſettle here—you need the leſs ar- 
guing with to relieve them-—— 'The 
Winter approaching, and: the abſolute 


Neceſlity of being afliſted toclothe, har- 


bour, and furniſh them for Labour and 
for Living, when the Inclemencies of 
the Seaſon will make lying abroad, as 
they do now, impracticable— Our De- 
fign of ſettling them is not to make 
them Beggars and Vagabonds, but to 
give them Room and Means to aCt for 
their own Maintenance, and live on 
their own Induſtry. 

They are Objefts of Charity, as 
their Condition cries to you to mend it, 
not as they want Food for immediate Su- 
ſtenance ; they cry to you not for your 
Bread to ear, but to put them intoa Po- 
ſture to ear their own ; they ſeek Ha- 
bitations, a Refuge, and Settlement ; 
then their own Indiiſtry will feed them, 
and you ſhall gain all you give them, 
by their Labour—Burt you muſt pur 
them into a Poſture of Living, they 
mult be furniſh'd for Life, for Defence 
againſt Extremeties of Weather, and 


the Want of Neceffarieg=—— And this 
is the Subjet of your Charity —Cold 
and Nakedneſs—is as much a Call to 
Charity, as Hunger—And if theſe Peo« 
ple are not reliey'd againſt the firſt, 
they will be diſabled to relieve them- 
ſelves againſt the laſt ; if you will re» 
ceive them, there muſt be Houſes 
bale to ſhelter them, Neceſlaries fur- 
ni:h'd to cheriſh and comfort them, - 
Tools geen Oy for their reſpeQive 
Occupations, ſomething to work with, 
ſumething to work upon, ſomething to 
ſubliſt and ſupport, till they can get by 
their Labour — To ſettle them, is to 
put them-in a Condition to live; and 
if you do not that, you only harbour 
them as Beggars—which would, 
1. Ruin the People, who would live 
by honeſt Induſtry, and will thus 
be made Vagabonds. 
2. Coſt you double the Money in 
multiplying Beggars, whom you 
muſt be always relieving: 


But if you are of the Number of 
thoſe that would have them remoy'd== 
S:il! the Argument for Charity to them 
duubles upon you——give ſomething to 
a{liſt them in their going from you 
If you will neither have them ſtay, nor 
give to have them goyou muſt be 
paſt Argument, and your Objections 
are not againſt the People, but againſt 
the Charity, 

I ſhall talk to you under another 
Predicament .in my next. 
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M 1iSCELLANE A; 


His being a Time of War, Di- 
verſion, and publick Mirth, 
ſeems, I confeſs, very unſeaſonable, 
- and therefore no queſtion her Majeſty 
in her Chriſtian Piety, and in order to 


remind her Subje&s of the general Mi- 


ſeries of Europe, which they ought to ] 


ſympathize with, ratfier than rejoyce 


over, has thought fit to ſuſpend thoſe. 


general Friends to Reformation, the 
' Players, and to forbid them to aCt. 

I confeſs, ir deſerves Note here, and 
I ſhall take a Time more at large to 
mention it— That let the vicious Incli- 
nation of our People be what it will, 
the publick Liberty given to Vice, the 
Licenſe of the Laws, the Connivence 
of Authority to the Empire of Hell, be- 

ins a little to decline among us—— 

he Play-houſes have been baniſh'd 
from our Univerſities, our annual Scenes 
of Lewdneſs and Prophaneneſs at Bar- 
tholomew and May-Fairs have been ſup- 
preſs'd, the Play-houſes for a Time ſhut 
up, and the Example of a Pious, Reli- 
gious QUEEN ; theſe are great Steps, 
and in time may have betrer EffeQs, 
than we can yet om There want but 
two Steps more to bring-our compleater 
Reformation into Proſpect, and that is, 
the Reformation of our Magiſtrates and 
Clergy. 

Could the Church of England be but 
prevail'd on to put her excellent Diſci- 
pline in Execution, and would the moſt 
Reverend Fathers of the Church make 
but -ſuch a Viſitation over the whole 
Kingdom, as ſhould diſiniſs from the 


Altar the Defilers of the Altar! Could 


we but ſee the Sacred Veſtments taken 
from the Drunken, the Swi+:ring, the 
Blaipneming, the W, , .ing, the Here. 
tical, and the ſcandaluuſly Ignorant 
among the Clergy—That the Pulpit was 
fll'd wich Men of Learning, Picty, 
udgment, and good Manncri=— ye 
ſhould ſee other Days in England than 
ever yet were ſeen, nor would the Diſc 
ſenters lo grow upon you, Geatlemen, 
as you ſay, they do now; *tis the 
ſcandalous Lives, the Negligence, Ig- 
norance, and abhorrd Vices of your 
Clergy, and the Impunity and Encou- 
ragement, with which they abuſe and 
prophane. the SanQtuary of the Lord ; 
Theſe are the Things help to make 
Diſſenters, and drive People away from 
your Churches, making them to 
abhor the Offering of the Lord. - 
Could we ſee a few of our Juſtices, 
or a great many indeed, for their Num- 
ber i Great, that deſerves it, whip'd with 
the W...s they debauch, ſet in the 
Stocks with the Drunkard they encou- 


rage, and ſent to the very Houſes of 


Correction which they fill by their Ex» 
ample—Could this be done as it ought 
to be, we might be in Hopes to ſee 
ſomething of a more compleat Refor- 
mation ; but in the mean time we muſt 
be content with what we have. 

But all this is by the way, and I only 
touch ar it, to hint the Neceſſity of ir 
co the Age, and totell rhe Delinquents, 
that neither the Cloth of the one, or the 
Commiſſions of the other, ſhall prore& 


them from 3 full Deſcription both of 
thej; 


